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Department of Webtoon and Comics at Jeonju University
Successfully Concludes ‘Saemangeum Buddy Buddy’ Project
with Saemangeum Development Corporation

Nine Outstanding Works Selected to Promote Saemangeum Through Creative Content

Jeonju University's Department of Webtoon and Comics Content (Acting President Kwon
Soo-tae) announced the successful completion of its joint promotional collaboration program,
“Saemangeum Buddy Buddy,” with the Saemangeum Development Corporation on September
30.

The project aimed to raise awareness of the Saemangeum region’s unique appeal through
the creation of innovative promotional content. Students from the department visited the
Saemangeum site in person, drawing inspiration to produce a variety of creative works—
including webtoons and videos—that highlighted the region’s distinct character and future
potential.

Under the theme “Saemangeum, Drawn with Generation Z, the six-month program
encouraged students to depict Saemangeum from the fresh and youthful perspective of their
generation. A total of nine outstanding entries were selected, with the creators receiving
certificates and scholarships personally signed by the President of the Saemangeum
Development Corporation.

Professor Cho Yoon-sook, head of the Department of Webtoon and Comics Content,
remarked:

“This project not only deepened students’ interest in the region but also provided a valuable
opportunity to showcase their creativity and passion. It was a meaningful and enjoyable
experience for everyone involved. We hope that the dedication and affection shown for
Saemangeum will continue to inspire new and diverse initiatives in the future.”

Building on the success of this initiative, the Department of Webtoon and Comics Content at
Jeonju University plans to expand collaborations with local public institutions and businesses,
offering students educational experiences that extend beyond academic achievement to
include meaningful contributions to society.

article by the Office of External Relations and Public Affairs
Translated by reporter Jun Ji Eun (uptoillie20@jj.ackr)

Jeonju University Spin-Off ‘Dareun OReum’ Wins
Grand Prize in Technology Innovation at the 2025 Korea
Trusted Innovation

Jeonju University Subsidiary ‘Dareun OReum’ Wins Grand Prize for Technology Innovation at
2025 Korea Trusted Innovation Awards

Jeonju University (Acting President Kwon Soo-tae) announced that ‘Dareun OReum,” a
subsidiary of its Technology Holdings Company, has been awarded the Grand Prize in the
Technology Innovation category at the 2025 Korea Trusted Innovation Awards, hosted by
JoongAng IIho and sponsored by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy, on September 29.

Dareun OReum, known for its premium traditional Korean liquor brand, has gained
recognition for its efforts to modernize and globalize Korean traditional alcoholic beverages. Its
flagship products—Haruju’ and Poongnyeon 1979—have been central to this success.

Haruju' is crafted from only three natural ingredients—rice, nuruk (fermentation starter), and
apples—reflecting a minimalist, additive-free brewing philosophy. Meanwhile, ‘Poongnyeon
1979 has earned praise for its wine-like refinement, rich grain aroma, and refreshing
carbonation, appealing to both domestic and international consumers.

Dareun OReum’s products have proven their competitiveness not only in Korea but also in
the global market. Both beverages received international accolades at the International Wine &
Spirit Competition TWSC), one of the world's top three liquor contests—Haruju' in 2024 and
‘Poongnyeon 1979' in 2025—demonstrating their quality and international appeal.

The Dareun OReum research team—Kim Ji-eung, Lee Mihwa, Lee Sugyeong, and Lee Seong-
gu—shared their aspirations:

“We aim to redefine traditional liquor not merely as an old beverage but as a cultural asset
that connects the past, present, and future across borders. This award inspires us to continue
promoting the modernization and globalization of Korean traditional liquor.”

Kim Sang-jin, CEO of Jeonju University Technology Holdings Company, added:

“This award recognizes not only product excellence but also serves as a model example of
how regional universities and enterprises can collaborate to reinterpret traditional industries and
expand them into global markets innovatively.”

article by the Office of External Relations and Public Affairs
Translated by reporter Jun Ji Eun (uptoillie20@jj.ac.kr)

Jeonju University Holds Traditional Songpyeon-Making
Program for Local Seniors

Wansan-gu Center Hosts “Playing with Rice & Making Songpyeon” Program for Local
Seniors

The Jeonju University Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation (Director Kim
Sang-jin), which operates the Wansan-gu Center for Children and Social Welfare Meal
Management under commission, hosted a special program titled “Playing with Rice &
Making Songpyeon” from September 25 to October 1.

This hands-on program was offered to registered social welfare meal service facilities
within Wansan-gu. Local seniors who participated had the opportunity to make songpyeon
(traditional Korean half-moon rice cakes) from start to finish—kneading and shaping the
dough, adding fillings, and learning about the cultural significance of the tradition. The
program not only deepened participants’ appreciation of Korean heritage but also fostered
emotional connection and social interaction through shared group activities. The fine hand
movements involved in the process were also noted for their positive effects on maintaining
and improving fine motor skills.

Cha Kyung-hee, director of the center and professor of Korean Culinary Arts at Jeonju
University, shared her thoughts:

“This program offered our seniors a meaningful opportunity to experience Korea's
traditional culture while participating in a healthy and enjoyable activity. We will continue
to develop programs that share the warmth of the holidays and create lasting, joyful
memories.”

The Wansan-gu Center for Children and Social Welfare Meal Management, operated
by the Jeonju University Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation, was established to
promote safe and balanced diets. The center provides hygiene and nutrition management
for children and social welfare meal services, customized nutrition education and
consulting, guidance on safe ingredient use, and a variety of cultural and health-oriented
food programs.

Through these initiatives, Jeonju University applies its academic expertise in food,
nutrition, and culinary studies to enhance the well-being of the local community.

article by the Office of External Relations and Public Affairs
Translated by reporter Jun Ji Eun (uptoillie20@jj.ac.kr)

Jeonju University Connects International Students
and Local Families Through “Host Family Matching
Ceremony”

Jeonju University Hosts 2025 Host Family Matching Ceremony for International Students

Jeonju University (Acting President Kwon Soo-tae) held the 2025 Host Family Matching
Ceremony for International Students on the evening of September 25 at the university's Star Tower.

The event, part of the RISE (Regionally Innovation-centered System of Education) project, aimed
to foster a global community culture by connecting international students with local families—
helping them build meaningful familial bonds that transcend borders.

Over 60 participants attended, including 24 international students from Nepal, China, Japan, and
Vietnam, along with 24 local host families. Each student was matched with a host family in a one-
to-one pairing and will continue to meet regularly, gaining firsthand experience of Korean family
life while overcoming language and cultural barriers.

The ceremony was filled with heartfelt moments and warm exchanges.

Zhou Gan, a fourth-vear student from China in the Department of Business Administration,
shared:

“T first met my host family in 2023. Since then, they've treated me like their own child, offering
sincere care and support. My parents in China were deeply moved when they heard this and now
feel much more reassured about my life in Korea.”

Tamang Juna, a first-year student from Nepal who began her studies this September, said:

“Studying in Korea feels like a dream come true, and meeting such wonderful parents here
makes me truly happy. Meeting a family in a foreign country gives me great strength. [ believe this
relationship will become a strong source of support for both my studies and daily life.”

Representing the host families, Mr. Ahn Uk-hyun expressed his thoughts:

‘T received a lot of help while studying abroad, and now [ feel it's time to give back the love
[ once received. Even though we may differ in language, culture, and religion, [ will continue to
support these students with genuine care and affection.”

Shim Young-guk, Director of the Office of International Affairs, emphasized the broader vision of
the initiative:

“The Host Family Program goes beyond simple support—it's a meaningful experience of cultural
exchange and mutual understanding. We will continue to work with the local community to create
a stable and supportive environment where international students can focus on their studies.”

He added:

“Jeonju University is committed to becoming an institution that truly helps international students
integrate into Korean society and lead fulfilling lives here.”

Through this program, Jeonju University expects to achieve several positive outcomes, including:

A Supporting international students” successful adjustment to life in Korea

A Strengthening collaboration between the university and the local community

Article by the Office of External Relations and Public Affairs
Translated by reporter Jun Ji Eun (uptoillie20@jj.ac.kr)
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