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JJU RISE Center Signs MOU with Five Local Universities
to Establish a Collaborative Lifelong Education System

Jeonju University (President Ryu Doo-hyun) announced on December 3 that it has
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with Gunjang University, Woosuk
University, Jeonbuk Science College, Jeonju Kijeon College, Jeonju Vision College, and
Howon University to build a sustainable lifelong learning ecosystem through the RISE
Project.

The signing ceremony was attended by project leaders from RISE Track III-1 and
Track III-2, along with key representatives from each participating institution. Attendees
discussed cooperative strategies to maximize project outcomes and develop a sustainable
lifelong education system for the region.

Under the agreement, the universities will actively collaborate in the following areas:

Joint development and implementation of inter-university curricula and lifelong
education programs

Co-development of tailored education models for diverse learners and joint cultivation of
regional talent

Sharing and coordination of educational data to build and utilize a lifelong learning
information base

Industry — university — regional cooperation activities that promote a regional lifelong
learning ecosystem

Joint events, promotion, and dissemination of lifelong educationi 2 and best practices

Mutual support for additional activities aligned with the spirit and purpose of the MOU

Through this agreement, the participating institutions aim to establish a shared regional
platform for lifelong learning and create an integrated collaboration system that links and
leverages educational resources across universities. The universities plan to strengthen joint
curriculum operations, enhance data-driven lifelong learning systems, expand industry —
university — regional cooperation, and coordinate promotional efforts—ultimately fostering
an interconnected learning ecosystem across the entire Jeonbuk region.

Professor Han Dong-soong, project director for RISE Track III at Jeonju University,
stated, “This MOU carries significant meaning as it enables universities to share educational
resources and lifelong learning capabilities to build a learning ecosystem in which the
entire region grows together. We will actively contribute to nurturing local talent and
strengthening lifelong education competitiveness through joint curriculum operations and
expanded collaboration with industry and local communities.”

JJU RISE Center and Buan-gun Open Agri-Food SMAR.T Training
— Promoting Smart Innovation in the Local Agri-Food Industry —

Jeonju University (President Ryu Doo-hyun) and Buan-gun (Mayor Kwon Ik-hyun) held
an opening ceremony for the Buan Agri-Food SM.AR.T Training Center on December 4 in
Baekryeon-ri, Haseo-myeon, Buan-gun. The event was attended by Mayor Kwon Ik-hyun, Lee
Eun-mi, President of the Jeonbuk Institute for Bioindustry Convergence, representatives from
Doosan Robotics, and leaders from local youth agri-food organizations.

The Buan Agri-Food SMART Training Center is the first specialized smart-education facility
in Jeollabuk-do, offering professional training in smart agriculture, artificial intelligence (AI),
and collaborative robotics for agri-food production and operations. In partnership with Buan-
gun, Jeonju University’s RISE Center plans to develop the facility into a key educational hub that
fosters a loconomy—a locally driven economic ecosystem.

With its opening, the center will provide tailored, hands-on training programs for young
agri-food practitioners in Buan-gun. These programs will include practical sessions using
smart devices and automated equipment, as well as product development workshops, enabling
participants to effectively adapt to the smart transformation occurring across the agri-food
sector. Mayor Kwon stated, “The opening of the Buan Agri-Food SM.ART Training Center
marks a significant step toward the smart transition of the local agri-food industry. This new
system will enable regional companies to develop and market products using Buan’s agricultural
resources. Moving forward, we will pursue agricultural and food policy innovation centered on
production and distribution data to achieve sustainable development for Buan.”

Professor Jeon Hyo-jin, project lead at Jeonju University's RISE Center and faculty
member in the Graduate School of Food Technology, added, “Jeonju University will continue
to support talent development in the agri-food sector and build smart infrastructure for
product development. By expanding linkages with the Saemangeum region, we aim to
establish a loconomy hub and strengthen our role as an educational center for agri-food and
biotechnology.”

The joint effort between Jeonju University's RISE Center and Buan-gun to establish a SMAART
system in the agri-food industry aims to cultivate Buan’s agricultural resources into a specialized
food-tech sector and build a loconomy-based innovation hub. Through regionally driven
content commercialization, the project focuses on:

S (Smart Automation): Building automated agri-food systems

M (Market-oriented Development): Developing market-driven products

A (Agri-Food Tech): Advancing food-tech business models

R (Regional Innovation): Fostering regional innovation in agri-food

T (Tech-driven Growth): Strengthening technology-based agri-food sales clusters

By leveraging the university's research capabilities, the initiative aims to support
regional industrialization, accelerate agri-food technology development, and expand youth
entrepreneurship in the area

JJU Holds 2025 Christmas Lighting Service, Sharing a
Message of Hope with the Community

Jeonju University (President Ryu Doo-hyun) held its 2025 Christmas Lighting
Service at the university's main building on December 4, reaffirming the meaning
of Christmas and sharing a message of hope with the local community. This annual
year-end event has become one of the university’s signature traditions, emphasizing
service and connection with the region.

The service featured a sermon by Professor Lee Jin-ho of the Office of Mission
and Service, who preached on Luke 2:8-12 under the title “Good News of Great Joy.”
Professor Lee reminded attendees that “the birth of Jesus Christ is God’'s promise
that brings joy, not fear,” and encouraged the campus community to become bearers
of light and hope both within the university and throughout the region.

Following the sermon and praise, the lighting ceremony began as the Christmas
installations in the main building’s lobby illuminated simultaneously, creating a warm
and inspiring atmosphere. The lobby glowed with the light of Christmas as faculty
and staff joined in praise beneath the decorations, reaffirming their commitment to
serving the local community.

President Ryu stated, “Jeonju University is not only an educational institution but
a community that grows together with the region. Following the light of Christmas,
we will continue to practice love and sharing and strengthen our engagement with the
local community.”

This year’s lighting service extended beyond a simple campus event, becoming a
meaningful gathering that conveyed the true message of Christmas in collaboration
with local churches. As Christmas tree lightings and praise celebrations continue
throughout Jeonju, Jeonju University plans to remain actively involved in fostering
warm, positive change within the community.

JJU Technology Holdings Director Kim Jeong-sik
Receives KAUTM “Model Counterpart Award” for
Excellence in Technology Transfer and Commercialization

— Recognized for Contributions to Building a Sustainable University Technology
Commercialization Ecosystem —

Jeonju University (President Ryu Doo-hyun) announced that Kim Jeong-sik, Director
of the university’s Technology Holdings Company, received the Model Counterpart Award
for Technology Transfer and Commercialization at the 20th anniversary ceremony of the
Korean Association of University Technology Managers (KAUTM), held on November 27 at
the Hwenmulgyul Art Center in Seocho-gu, Seoul.

Director Kim has overseen patent management and technology transfer operations within
Jeonju University's Industry-Academic Cooperation Foundation and Technology Holdings
Company. He has made significant contributions to revitalizing university technology
transfer, supporting local companies, and advancing regional economic development. With
extensive experience in the university’'s Technology Licensing Office (TLO), he has played
a central role in ensuring that university-developed technologies successfully transition
into industrial applications and generate practical, impactful outcomes.

Founded in 2006, KAUTM promotes technology commercialization in higher education by
strengthening cooperation and knowledge sharing among university TLOs nationwide. The
award is granted based on a comprehensive evaluation of technology commercialization
performance across Korean universities.

In his acceptance speech, Director Kim stated:

“I will continue to strengthen collaborative networks among universities, research
institutions, and companies in the region, and work to ensure that outstanding university
technologies extend into society and contribute to revitalizing the local economy.”

Director Kim previously received the 2024 Excellence Award for Technology Transfer
and Commercialization from the Governor of Jeonbuk Special Self-Governing Province.
He currently serves as Chair of the Southwest Region Technology Commercialization
Council, where he leads efforts to build a cooperative regional ecosystem for technology
commercialization.
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